PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH

April 13, 2021

Call to Order: 7:00 pm by Wayne Savage
Opening Prayer: Wayne Savage
Attendance: Fr. Gregory, Wayne Savage, Tim Brown, Jim Trist, and Ron Haggerty. 
Vision Statement: The Council read the Parish Vision Statement in unison. 
Pastor’s comment: Fr. Gregory stated the Deanery visit to the parish has not happened yet. In preparation, Fr. Gregory reviewed income and attendance statistics. He compared numbers between last March when the COVID 19 restrictions came into play and those of the end of this March. The comparison indicates 52% of the congregation is attending Mass at this time, whereas at the crest of the pandemic the number was 30%. Financially, our income has recovered to 98% of the pre-pandemic level. He noted that e-giving accounts for a large percentage of our financial support. 
Formation: The Council read and discussed paragraphs 34 and 35 of Pope Francis’ Encyclical “The Joy of the Gospel.” Discussion was about issues secondary (such as abortion) to the main evangelical message of Love so that we could recognize and avoid letting them become main topics of discussion in any evangelical presentations or discussions. The Apostles’ role and their courage in evangelizing the message of The Word was also discussed.
Old business: Approval of minutes – Jim Trist made a motion to approve the March minutes.  They were approved with unanimous consent.
Council Elections: Fr. Gregory received two nominations. Council discussion was about the best ways to continue the recruitment effort. Fr. Gregory will continue to mention the need for nominations at services. Ron Haggerty will approach DeDee Rice to make an announcement through ParishCast. He will also confer with Jennifer Roberts about posting an announcement on Facebook about the elections. The Council decided to eliminate the need for an information meeting because council members will call nominees by phone which would serve in place of an "informational meeting". JimTrist offered to call nominees the week of May 4th, leading up to our Parish Council meeting on May 11th. Nominees will be invited to attend our May 11th meeting during the informational phone call. The Council decided that the cutoff date for nominations would be Friday May 7th. 
Summer Litnic: Discussion of the Summer Litnic has been tabled at this time, waiting for changes in COVID 19 guidelines.
Parish Picnic:  Tim passed on information from Chriss Lawrence about the Parish Picnic. Marianne McCloskey, Ana Barranco, and Kathleen Trist offered to be the planning committee for the Parish Picnic. They will meet to discuss their plans later this week. Glenda Espiritu may also assist. The Picnic is scheduled for October 3rd.

Western Night: Chriss has contacted several people to assist in planning Western Night. Edna Bauer will help but does not feel comfortable in taking the lead. Cathy Buquor has agreed to help Edna.

New Business:

Mass attendance overflow: Discussion concerned continuing the use of the Social Hall for overflow attendees at weekend Masses. It was agreed that the use of the Social Hall was important to maintaining attendance. Past attendees mentioned that attending Mass was more inspirational than attending via Zoom or YouTube. 
Vaccination Clinic: A parish sponsored vaccination clinic is seen as a fruitful effort for the evangelization of the parish and community. Ron Haggerty said he would manage the administration of vaccinations, whether from his office or at the parish social hall. Father said he would address at Masses the willingness of Ron Haggerty’s medical practice to sponsor a vaccination clinic in the near future. If the number of requestors is 60 or below, Ron can do their vaccinations at his medical office. If it is over 60, the social hall may be used. Father will look into how the calls to request a vaccination appointment would be handled. 
Special Recognition:  Many thanks to Ron Haggerty for offering to continue on the Council for another year. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting is Tuesday May 11, 2021 at 7:00pm. Chriss will offer opening and closing prayers. Jim Trist will bring refreshments.
Concluding prayer: Wayne led the council in closing prayer.
Adjournment:  Wayne adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm.
Parish Vision Statement
The Church of Saint Therese, a Roman Catholic Community in Gloucester, Virginia, will be a place where love, compassion and mutual understanding are present.

The Church of Saint Therese will be a place where families will grow in their faith.

The Church of Saint Therese will be a place which will encourage youthful interaction with the church. 

The Church of Saint Therese will be a parish which reaches out to the broader community and brings hope to our neighbors in need.

The Church of Saint Therese will be a safe and inviting community that warmly accepts any who come to it.

The Church of Saint Therese will be a parish that provides an environment that fosters fellowship. 

The Church of Saint Therese will be a parish community with a vibrant sacramental life.
