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MASSES AND INTENTIONS
THIS WEEKEND OF

DEMBER 15-16, 2018
Saturday
5:00 PM 
 Mass 

   Intention:  Alice Theresa McElhone (RIP)
   Requested By:  Bob & Cheryl Davis
Sunday
8:00 AM 
 Mass 
   Intention: St. Therese Parishioners
Sunday
10:30 AM 
Mass


Intention: James Britt (RIP)
  Requested By:  Friends
WEEK OF
DECEMBER 17-21, 2018

Monday

No Mass
Tuesday
12:00 Noon
 Mass


Intention:  Elizabeth Cowles (RIP)

Wednesday      

No Mass

Thursday

 No Mass

Friday
11:00 AM--WRCC
Mass


Intention:  Richard Walsh
   Requested By:  May Family
WEEKEND OF
DECEMBER 22-23, 2018

Saturday
5:00 PM
 Mass 
   Intention:  Helen Brumm (RIP)

  Requested By:  Dru Adkins
Sunday
8:00 AM 
 Mass 
   Intention: Gregory Espiritu (RIP)
   Requested By:  Larry & Glenda Espiritu
Sunday
10:30AM
Mass
  Intention:  St, Therese Parishioners
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS

Daily Readings may be found at the
www.USCCB.org website.

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL

VASE FLOWERS

Perpetual living memorial for Anna Lupei
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  ST. THERESE’S TABERNACLE CANDLE
December 17-23, 2018

In Memory of the Clovis Archambault Family and

Frederick Wm. Chapman  


GIFT GIVING UPDATE

Fiscal Year 7/1/18 through 6/30/2019
Annual operating expense budget:
 $604,400.00
Offertory Totals --December 2, 2018
Actual donations 12/2/2018: 7,418.03
Gifts were in envelopes and in loose cash/checks 

Other donations 12/2/2018 not used for

 operations totaled $1,738.00
In addition, we received E-giving support this week totaling $1,511.50
With a Weekend Mass attendance total of 385
"No one shall appear before the LORD empty-handed, but each of you with as much as he can give, in proportion to the blessings which the LORD, your God, has bestowed on you."  
CHRISTMAS GIFTS

In this season of gift giving to family, friends, and those less fortunate, we hope you will also consider your gifts to St. Therese.  It is through the donations of every individual and family in the congregation that we are able to carry on your work.  You can use electronic giving options for both regular offerings and one-time gifts.  To help us achieve a more consistent level of funding, please visit www.sttheresechurch.info.  Merry Christmas and God Bless!

We can accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover,
and American Express, debit cards and savings/checking drafts.
DECEMBER SECOND COLLECTION

   December 24 & 25   Catholic Charities

We can accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover,
and American Express, debit cards and savings/checking drafts.
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    Today is Gaudete Sunday.” Gaudete” is Latin for “Rejoice.”  To rejoice is not a request but a command.  The entrance antiphon for this Third Sunday of Advent Liturgy is Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.  Rejoice, why? What about? Do we have any good reasons to rejoice? For some, this is far from a happy time of year. If your life is in turmoil, or your family is torn apart, or someone you love is far away, or if you lost someone you love, particularly at this time of year, you may not feel like rejoicing.  

    In today’s first reading of this mass the prophet Zephaniah addresses the people of Israel who fear they may never return to their homeland.  The condition of their hearts and their hope has been like the wasteland of the desert.  God had abandoned them, so they thought, all hope is dead. But now, what is this they hear, their God is coming to save them?

    Believers of every generation, at various times, have found their hearts and hope shattered, believing they had been abandoned by God.  So, the Church returns each year at Advent, to address this ancient problem, the problem of evil, to gather all who are wounded, to hear once again these words of truth and healing and restoration.  Where does this Gaudete Sunday find you?  Are you one who has many burdens? If so, the grace offered on this Sunday is meant for you. The grace of Gaudete Sunday is the grace of a clear sense of the Lord’s presence. The Lord coming bears gifts, the gift is the gift of hope.

    To prepare meaningfully for Christmas can be exceedingly difficult.  We must ask ourselves whether, amidst the tumult of our everyday lives – the rush to find the right presents, get the cards out on time – we are allowing ourselves the time to truly prepare and, more dauntingly perhaps, truly proclaim this wonderful news.  That Christ dwells in us, each and every one, and that, in little over a week, we will celebrate the most astonishing event that is Christ’s birth here in our midst, should truly fill us with such joy and peace.  

    Gaudete Sunday is a moment to stop and reflect on the source of true joy.  If joy is a gift from the Lord, then the Lord Himself is our first and greatest gift.  Rejoice in the Lord Always!


HELP YOURSELF BY HELPING OTHERS
    A well-known quote from St. Teresa of Calcutta is about love: “Not all of us can do great things.  But we can do small things with great love.” How true that is.  Spending time serving others with love is a wonderful way to share the light of Christ.  Whether we help, just one or many, service can lift us out of our own segmented world and allow us to remember what is most important in life.

    Enjoying the Christmas season doesn’t necessarily mean we should give up our love of all things Christmas, like singing along to carols on the radio, spending a night decorating the tree, admiring Christmas lights on houses, or even Santa Claus.  But it does mean prioritizing within ourselves what is most important.

    The Christmas crèche is a wonderful reminder to all of us of the importance of focusing our attention to the true story of Christmas. From the wooden figures of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph lovingly crafted and farm animals displayed around the manger to the Wise Men who make their appearance in January, it all connects. Their Christmas story should be our Christmas story — a story of saying yes to God.
    (Excerpt taken from LPI)

OFFICE CLOSURE
The Parish Office will be closed on Christmas and New Year’s on  December 24, 25, 26, 27, 31, 2018 and January 1, 2019



WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS
Please join us in a warm welcome to our parish family:
James Maher and Carol Staheli
Maureen and Larry Davis
Richard Naber

ARE YOU NEW TO THE PARISH OR NEED TO UPDATE YOUR PARISH REGISTRATION?

Often parishioners attend Mass at a parish for several year, but never remember to register.  Registering in a parish is a declaration of your commitment to the life of the St. Therese family.  Being registered parishioners makes the process much easier when it is time for infant Baptism, Religious Education registration, weddings, when asked to be a Baptismal or Confirmation sponsor, and event funerals.  A registered parishioner receives all parish mailings.  Registration forms are in the rack near the office, on the website at www.sttheresechurch.info, or you may stop in at the Parish Office for more information and a registration form. 

A QUOTE FROM POPE FRANCIS

“We must restore hope to young people, help the old, be open to the future, spread the love.  Be poor among the poor.  We need to include the excluded and preach peace.

--Pope Francis
STEWARDSHIP – TIME/TALENT
December 22/23
 5:00 PM

  8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Lectors:

P. Snyder
  L. Espiritu
C. Sowatskey

B. Sabourin-Moore  D. Guillory
C. Wezensky
--------------------------------------------
EME:

M. Carrington
T. Wilson
Substitute

G. Carrington
G. Espiritu
D. Henley


M. Foster

J. Matthews
T. Hellebrandt

M. Baker

C. Buquor
E. Bauer



P. Amos

B. Quinzel
B. Allaman





----------------------------------------------

Ushers:



S. Mohnach
J. Lee


C. Conway
J. Canada

L. Harris




M. Renderle
E. Monfalcone

      
S. Sales

E. Lechene
D. Nitchie

December 24/25     5:00 PM
 9:00 PM

10:00 AM
Lectors:

P. Snyder
J. Martin

J. Gierlak


A. Reynolds 
R. Haggerty
J. Syslo
--------------------------------------------
EME:















----------------------------------------------

Ushers:







December 29/30
   5:00 PM
 8:00 AM

10:30 

Lectors:

C. Davis

J. Cronin

B. McGovern

B. Davis

T. Vanderhoof
L. Parker






--------------------------------------------
EME:

G. Carrington
S. McClellan
A. Vella


M. Carrington
J. Mathews
B. Allaman


M. Jones

B. Ittner

E. Bauer


P. Amos

T. VanHoudt
T. Hellebrandt

C. Jones

K. Gierlak
D. Henley





----------------------------------------------

Ushers:



S. Mohnach
D. Parker


C. Conway
J. Canada

B. Johnson


M. Fisher

M. Renderle
J. VanBuren

      
M. Jones

E. Lechene
E. Anderson
January 1




10:00 AM
Lectors:





J. Syslo






W. Priest







--------------------------------------------
EME:













----------------------------------------------

Ushers:





      





January 5/6
   5:00 PM
 8:00 AM

10:30 

Lectors:

N. Savage
G. Zahn

T. Sparacia

W. Savage
A. Reynolds
S. Sparacia





--------------------------------------------
EME:

M. Jones

G. Espiritu
D. Henely

C. Jones

B. Quinzel
A. Vela


M. Foster

T. Wilson
Substitute


P. Amos

C. Buquor
E. Bauer



M. Baker

T. VanHoudt
T. Hellebrandt





----------------------------------------------

Ushers:






THE HOLIDAYS ARE UPON US
The holidays are upon us with all of the wonderful sounds, sights, smells and tastes and oftentimes…a ton of stress.  This is especially true with social media and everyone’s posts of their “perfect” Christmas.  So how can we find rest in the hustle of the holidays? Here are some suggestions that may help:

1. Evaluate what is most important – talk with your family and decide on the five things most important to you and consider dropping or postponing the rest.

2. Simplify your traditions – You don’t have to do it all and remember, Christmas last until Epiphany, January 6th.

3. Choose a more peaceful holiday – choose your activities and invitations carefully.  Again, you don’t have to do it all. You are allowed to choose peace over hustle and bustle.

4. Let go of guilt and comparison – Once you made your choices – acknowledge others experiences but don’t allow galse guild and joy-stealing comparison derail you from your choice of a peaceful Christmas.

5. Focus on Jesus, the new-born King!  Christ came to bring us rest.  Because of his humble birth, sacrificial death and glorious resurrection, we don’t have to strive for acceptance from God – we simply receive God’s gifts of faith and salvation.
Excerpt from Soul Rest by Sharla Fritz

COMING SOON:  THE SPREAD OF THE KINGDOM
    In January, we will begin the 20-week study of the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. “Jeff Cavins [the author] takes us into the world of the early Church showing how, enlivened by the Holy Spirit; she was empowered to carry out the work of Christ. The entire New Testament is seen with a new light once the reader understands the Acts of the Apostles.”
    This study is open to all parishioners and non-parishioners, including those interested in learning more about the Catholic Church and coming into full communion with the Church. We meet on Saturdays, beginning January 19th at 2:30pm. 

    Please look for details in the bulletins and sign-up sheets in the Commons in the coming weeks. Please contact Kerry Fallon in the parish office for more details.

FACILITIES UPDATE

--Roof consulting services being utilized to perform both visually 


and infrared moisture survey.
--Water faucet was replaced.
--Ramp to enter “the Fort” repaired.
--Auxiliary parking lot lights repaired.
--Heating systems were serviced.


ST. THERESE YOUTH MINISTRY NEW YEAR’S EVE LOCK-IN
When: December 31, 2018-January 1, 2019
Time:  8:00 PM to 10:00 AM
Details:  We will be having fellowship and prayer time before the start of the New Year.  All youth are welcomed from Middle and High School and we invite 5th graders.  Students can be a friend to join us.  Also if you want to bring food that would be great.  We will be having breakfast made by Fr. Jim and then attending Mass together on January 1, 2019 at 10:00 AM.
BINGO UPDATE
On Dec 3  Bingo attendance included 28 players (6 parishioners) and 10 Bingo volunteers; our total deposit was $629.   Calendar year 2018 donations: $12,571.97, including Parish Office printer supplies and computer support, a donation to SHINE for the Youth Ministry trip, ALC patio concrete, a vanity for the Rectory master bathroom and help with new kitchen door. 
Plea to the Parish:  The Charitable Gaming Board is seeking Board Members as well as volunteers on Monday nights, including Assistant Bingo/Game Managers, Admissions Cashiers, Callers, and Floor Sales personnel.  To volunteer for Bingo, please call Terry   824-9028 or Carol 694-4915.
FROM BISHOP KNESTOUT & DIOCESAN RESPONSE TO CRISIS IN CHURCH WEBPAGE
Following the listening sessions held throughout the diocese in October, Bishop Barry C. Knestout renewed his commitment to leading the Diocese of Richmond with transparency, faith and direct action.  A webpage has been created to help the faithful stay informed of the diocese’s response to the present crisis in the Church.  A video interview with Bishop as he answers the faithful’s most frequently asked questions; a timeline of actions taken within the diocese to address the crisis, and resources to learn how Bishop Knestout is answering the call for accountability is available at www.richmonddiocese.org/diocese-response.
PRISON MINISTRY

If you have unwanted boxes or individual Christmas cards with envelopes, please place them in the box in the Commons Dec. 8 – Dec 16.  These cards will be provided to inmates to write to their families and friends this Christmas season.  Please do not place stamps on any of the envelopes.  Contact Beverly Ittner, 941-266-4288, for questions.
IRA CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
    You can make a charitable IRA gift this year! If you are 70 ½ or older and own an IRA, please consider making a charitable rollover gift before December 31. You can make a gift up to $100,000 directly from your IRA to our parish.  Benefits of making a charitable contribution from your IRA:

1. The charitable gift will not be included in your taxable income

2. It can satisfy all or part of your required minimum distribution (RMD) for the year.

3. The portion of the RMD donated will not be added to your total gross income, which could impact your Medicare premium.

4. You will be able to reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize deductions and take the standard deduction

5. Your gift will not be subject to the 50% limitation on charitable gifts…and, it will help the work of the Church

   An IRA charitable rollover is a very simple gift to make. Please make your gift as soon as possible to avoid any processing delays at the end of the year. For more information about how you and the Church can benefit from an IRA charitable rollover, contact your IRA administrator, tax preparer, or the parish office for more information.
	

December 24    Christmas Eve

             Children’s Mass          5:00 PM

             Christmas Eve Mass   9:00 PM

December 25  Christmas Day Mass   10:00 AM

January 1        Solemnity of Mary      10:00 AM
The Parish Office will be closed December 24, 25, 26, 27, 31 and January 1.


CHRISTMAS TREE HELP

Art and Environment is in the need of volunteers to help putting up the Christmas tree on the altar area. We think this is a 3-4 men job due the size of the tree.  Please contact Ana Barranco, 757-508-6515 or ana.de.panama@gmail.com, if you are able to help on Dec. 22 in the morning. 
 GIVE THE GIFT OF FAITH
Advent Candles are now available in the Religious Goods cabinet.

Other items, booklets, statues, rosaries and more are also available and make wonderful gifts not only for Christmas but birthdays and other gift-giving events.  Contact Nadine McGrady 693-5939 or N.McGrady@StThersGlo.org for any questions or availability of items.

TIME TO UPDATE THE PARISH DIRECTORY

We are getting ready to put the Parish Directory on the parish website. We would like to update information in the directory prior to putting it on the website so the directory is as accurate as possible. Please use the form provided on the table in the commons to update your information in the directory or if you are a new parishioner contact Ann in the parish office.  To arrange to have your picture taken and information included in the online directory. Contact Cheryl Davis (cheryldavis50@gmail.com) for more information. Once the directory is on the website, parishioners will be notified as to how to set up their user name and password to view the directory. The directory will not be updated again for another year.  The deadline for turning in your updated information is January 15, 2019.
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Third Sunday of Advent

Jesus, you are joy even in the saddest times.
Help us to praise you when we are upset or grieving.
Shine joy into our hearts we pray. 
Amen.
(childrens prayers for advent from www.lords-prayer.words.com)
 “Whoever has two coats should share with the person who has none.”





Third Sunday of Advent





December 16, 2018








