[image: image10.png]Donating online is made casier than ever with St.

Therese’s online giving system, Vanco. Donatetoday

using your debit card, credit card, checking, or savings

account. You can also scan the QR code below to get
started!

TO START GIVING ONLINE TODAY:
« Visit stthersechurch.info and dlick online giving
 Register & enteryour name and address
 Select your donation amount and frequency
+ Enteryouraccount and payment information

+ Access your account anywhere, anytime!

Happy Easter!
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MASSES AND INTENTIONS
THIS WEEKEND OF
MARCH 17-18, 2018
Saturday
5:00 PM 
 Mass 
   Intention:  Special Intention

Requested By:  Donna Hull
Sunday
8:00 AM 
 Mass 
   Intention:  In thanksgiving to St. Jude for a favor granted

Requested By:  Nina
Sunday
10:30 AM 
Mass


Intention:  St. Therese Parishioners
WEEK OF
MARCH 19-23, 2018
Monday
12:00 Noon
Mass
   Intention:  Dorothy Lombardo (RIP)


Requested By:  Pat & Dick Zima
Tuesday

No Mass
Wednesday      

No Mass
Thursday 
9:00 AM
Mass

Intention:  Fr. Jim and all Clergy

Friday
9:00 AM
Mass
   Intention:  Nick Dattoli (RIP)
WEEKEND OF
MARCH 24-25, 2018
Saturday
5:00 PM
 Mass 
   Intention:  Barbara Loonam (RIP)
   Requested By:  John Loonam
Sunday
8:00 AM 
 Mass 
   Intention:  St. Therese Parishioners
Sunday
10:30AM
Mass
  Intention:  In Memory of the Unborn
  Requested By:  Knights of Columbus
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DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS

Daily Readings may be found at the
www.USCCB.org website.
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Sign-up sheets for Altar flowers for 2018 is now posted

 on the bulletin board leading to the social hall for anyone wishing to donate Altar flowers for weekend liturgies.
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL

VASE FLOWERS

Perpetual living memorial for Anna Lupei
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  ST. THERESE’S TABERNACLE CANDLE
March 19-25, 2018
In Memory the Matus and Syslo Families

GIFT GIVING UPDATE

Fiscal Year 7/1/17 through 6/30/2018

Annual operating expense budget:
 $661,243

Offertory Totals 

Actual donations 3/11/2018: $7,073.27
Gifts were in envelopes and in loose cash/checks 

With a Weekend Mass attendance total of 386
Other donations 3/11/2018 not used for

 operations totaled $222.00
In addition we received E-giving support this week totaling 

$2,818.50
"All tithes of the land, whether in grain from the fields or in fruit from the trees, belong to the LORD, as sacred to him."  Leviticus 27-30
GIVE ONLINE THIS HOLY SEASON OF LENT
    As you contemplate donations this holiday season, please keep St. Therese in mind.  Your contributions are needed for everything from special programs to basic operating expenses—both are deserving of your support.  Please be as generous as you can this holiday season and in the year ahead.  For the convenience of church members, we offer online giving.  To donate, visit the church website at www.sttheresechurch.info and locate the link to our online giving page and follow the instructions.

We can accept Visa, MasterCard, Discover, American Express, debit cards and savings/checking drafts.
MARCH SECOND COLLECTIONS

We will be collecting for Easter Lilies through March 18

March 17 & 18
Catholic Relief Services
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    Today, the 5th Sunday of Lent, we conclude the trilogy of instructions taken from the Gospel of John for Catechumens (those to be baptized into the Church). The Gospel readings of the previous two Sundays focused on water with the woman at the well and light, the restoring of sight for the man born blind. Today, our focus is on life.  

     In today’s 1st reading, God tells the prophet Ezekiel in a time of exile to “prophesy to the breath”, saying: “Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain.”  Ezekiel complied; the winds came forth, and filled the lifeless bodies with breath. This is a well - known passage and powerful image of Scripture. The dry bones coming back to life.  But what does it have to do with us? What does this have to do with the church in the 21st century, a church that is beginning to see itself in terms of exile? We seem to be a collection of dry, lifeless bones scattered across the plain.  I hear this all the time.  Friday mornings when I gather for breakfast with area pastors we all too often bemoan what appears to be the prolonged death of the church.

     I hear it from parishioners who remember the ‘glory days’ when Sunday was marked by church attendance. Churches were full. Many churches you remember from decades ago were once described as being grand and powerful congregations clinging to their rich heritage. We know so well that times have greatly changed. Some would say the Church has gone into exile in using the image of Ezekiel. The promise here, of course, is that the exiles will return to the Lord, to the soil, upon which the people had once been a nation of some importance.

     It’s not likely that the congregations we fondly remember from our earlier days will return to their original glory, but the spirit of exile can give way to a new spirit of hope and service. We can take root in our new realities, and be witnesses to God’s merciful presence. The dry bones can hear the Word of God and come to life, filled with the spirit, so as to become signs of God’s presence in the world.  This is my hope as we approach the great celebration of Holy week and the promise of Easter life and renewal.
OFFICE OF ASIAN MINISTRY
The Office of Asian Ministry invites you to attend the 16th Annual Asians for Mary Pilgrimage, Saturday, May 5, 2018. Bus transportation is available for a small fee. Depart Pastoral Center in Richmond, 7:30am, $25. Depart St. Gregory the Great in Virginia Beach, 7:00am, $30. Register online https://www.regonline.com/afmpilgrimage2018 or you can register by phone (804) 622-5262 or email asianministry@richmonddiocese.org. Seating is limited so register early. This beautiful cultural event is open to everyone. Please contact Pam Harris, Director, Office of Asian Ministry, for more information.  
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FACILITIES UPDATE

· We are grateful for your LOM donations as we will begin constructing the portico after Easter.
· Kitchen floors will also be completed the week of          April 10 – 12.

· The lights have been purchased for the landscape upgrade and we are awaiting scheduling of the vendor to install

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome the following new parishioners who recently have joined the St. Therese Family.  Michael, Constance and Joshua Reilley; Denise Beaumont; Janice Whorton; Nicole Shirilla and Wayne Savage.   
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With sympathy and prayers, we pray for the repose of the souls of those who have died.  We especially pray for the following, William Eacho, Gene Dease, Therese Carron and Dorothy Tipton, as well as their families.


NEWS FROM THE PEWS

We welcome news from our parishioners at any time to include special birthdays or anniversaries, weddings, births, new parishioners, if you have or will be moving or promotions.  Please contact the office with any special events at office.1@stthersglo.org or phone 693-5939

CHRISTIAN FORMATION


5 MINUTE Sacrifice
What to sacrifice?  Every self-indulgent desire.

1. Offer –Pray:  “I offer my desire to You, my God, who alone can satisfy.”

2. ABSTAIN—for 5 minutes.  Instead do something helpful or kind.

3. RESTART--Usually, you’ll forget about what you wanted after 5 minutes.  Start the offering over!

4. INDULGE—(Sometimes) Thank You, God, for this gift, and all the blessings You have given me.”

5. CONTINUE—carry this practice all year—not just at Lent.

RCIA AND ADULT FAITH FORMATION UPDATES
  As Easter nears, the RCIA team is proud to announce we will have one Catechumen baptized and entering into full communion with the Church at the Easter Vigil. We will have three Candidates for full communion entering at the 10:30 am Mass on Easter Sunday.   

   These four beautiful souls have been discerning, for the past year or two, their calls to a deeper relationship with Christ. They have inspired the whole RCIA team and all parishioners who have joined us in the Bible Timeline/Salvation History study. Moving forward, we are going to embark on more exciting studies that all are welcome to participate in. Here are a few bullet points for you, St. Therese family, to consider:
   1. Please invite friends, family, co-workers, and neighbors to visit St. Therese and join us in learning about the Catholic faith through the various scripture studies offered at the parish. Look for study details in the bulletin, or ask the office staff what's going on!

   2. RCIA is open to all inquirers and parishioners interested in learning more about the Catholic faith. We will embark on the study of Matthew's Gospel this summer. It is a fascinating look not only at the life and ministry of Jesus Christ, but also a revealing exegesis of the genius lay-out of the Gospel. Again, all are welcome! Sign up for the study will begin shortly after Easter Sunday.

Things learned at Youth Ministry Bible Study

High School

· About Lectio Divina – Stephanie Roberts 

· Maccabean Revolt  and Magisterium – Veronica Trist

Middle School

· I learned a lot more about the Saints and Apostles.
· Something that I learned was that there was 12 Apostles was based on the twelve tribes of Israel. – Evan Fannin
· That the Bible took 397 years to be put together. That the people that started compiling it didn’t see it finished. Ian Clarke
· I learned about the back story of the Saints, missionaries, and heroes of the Bible. – Ethan Lyons
· The snake on the pole symbol that is on Ambulances comes from the bible. It comes from when the snake bitten Israelites got healed by the snake on the pole. 
· That God saved Daniel’s life in the Lion’s den. That the Gospel means Good News. That Jacob’s older brother sold him into slavery.
· I learned about the Maccabees and how they beat the Greek army. I learned how Moses struck the rock twice instead of once and he got in trouble with God. – John McCloskey
· I learned more about Samson. That prophet means mouth piece. God gave Moses the 10 commandments on Mount Sinai. That Bible means Collection of Books. – Julie Trist
BINGO UPDATE

On March 5, Bingo attendance included 43 players (11 parishioners) and 9 Bingo volunteers; our total deposit was $1,040.50.  Our first donation for 2018: $4,073.01 toward the cost of the kitchen/pantry floor.
Plea to the Parish:  The Charitable Gaming Board is seeking Board Members as well as volunteers on Monday nights, including:  Assistant Bingo/Game Managers, Admissions Cashiers, Callers, and Floor Sales personnel.  To volunteer for Bingo, please call Terry   824-9028 or Carol 694-4915; for Concessions, please call Milton     694-7500

NOMINATIONS FOR PARISH COUNCIL

    Nominations are being accepted for Parish Council, and names of nominees may be placed in the box in the commons through March 25. Parish Council Elections will be held the weekend of April 28 and 29. 


    Our parishioners are all talented and skilled in different areas. Parish Council needs the skills you have to offer. Don’t wait to be asked or expect others to serve instead of you. Step up and agree to run for Parish Council.

    Council members must be at least16 years of age, active in and registered in the parish, and in full communion with the Catholic Church. They serve for three years. Terms begin June 1, and meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesday of each month from September through June.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

The Blessed Sacrament is exposed each Wednesday evening from 6:30 – 7:30 PM in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel.  All are welcome to visit the Lord with song, evening prayer and silent adoration.

Contact Nadine McGrady at N.McGrady@StThersGlo.org for questions or more information.

COULD YOU NOT SPEND ONE HOUR WITH ME?
There will be Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament Holy Thursday, March 29th from 8:00 – 11 PM. A Sign-up Sheet is available in the parish commons; at least two people must be in attendance each hour during this time.

FAITH FORMATION AND EASTER
There will be NO K-5 Faith Formation classes Palm Sunday (March 25th) and Easter Sunday (April 1st). Classes will resume Sunday, April 8th at 9:15 AM. Families are encouraged to bring their children to all holy week events – Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday as we celebrate the ultimate gift of Love . Contact Nadine McGrady at N.McGrady@StThersGlo.org for any questions.

SOUP WITH LOVE

Soup with Love on March 9, 2018 served 65 guests and received $194 in donations.  We invite you to come enjoy some fine soup, bread and fellowship.

RETURNING TO GLOUCESTER

Karran and Richard Elmore will be returning to Gloucester would like someone who would be willing to fly to Washington state and help them drive back to Gloucester sometime in April all expenses to be paid.  If interested please contact the Elmore’s at 804-832-3227.  

CAREFREE SENIORS
    On Wednesday, March 21st, the "Carefree Seniors" will meet at 12:00 NOON at the Courthouse Restaurant for lunch then at approximately 1 pm - we will go to the Arts on Main that is located close to the Court Circle.  Kay will meet us inside and tell us all about the programs and events that Arts on Main has for our community.
   At 2 pm we will walk across the street to the Gloucester Museum where Betty Deal will guide us through this museum that is filled with Gloucester history. Please bring any questions you may have at this site.  At approximately 3 pm we can walk to the Court Circle and see the buildings.  The Tourism Committee Chair who can lead us through. 
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES 

This week, we are taking up The Catholic Relief Services Collection to respond to Jesus in disguise.  This collection helps six Catholic agencies to provide relief and support to struggling communities and to work toward peace and reconciliation among our marginalized brothers and sisters here and around the world.  Please prayerfully consider how you can support the collection.  Learn more at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 
EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION

Calling all hospitality volunteers!  St. Therese has a tradition of hosting a reception following the beautiful, powerful Easter Vigil Mass, March 31.  If you are able to assist with set-up and/or clean-up, we will bless you tremendously and repeatedly with prayers of thanksgiving!  Please contact Nadine McGrady or Kerry Fallon in the parish office as soon as possible if you are willing to help.

BIBILE TIMELINE/RCIA
The group invites all to join us next Saturday, March 24th, at 2:30pm. We will be discussing the final period of Salvation History, THE CHURCH. We are still living this final period of Salvation History, awaiting the return of our Savior, Jesus Christ, and the final Judgment and triumph over sin and death. What are we called to do in the meantime? How should we be conducting ourselves, individually and collectively, as the light in a dark world? All are welcome to come listen, learn, participate in stimulating discussion of our mission to “go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations”, as Jesus instructed the apostles at the end of Matthew’s Gospel. 

LENTEN SCHEDULE
Lenten Rosary


Every Wednesday of Lent at 10:00 AM in the Chapel

Soup with Love


Every Friday of Lent from 11:30-1:00 PM Social Hall

Stations of the Cross


Every Friday of Lent at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary

Lenten Fish Fry Fridays


March 16 at 5:30 pm Cost:  $8 Adults; $4 under 12

Lenten Reconciliation


March 21, Wednesday; Francis de Sales, Mathews; 



At 6:30 PM

Easter Basket Blessing Saturday, March 31; at 10:00 AM
TRIDUUM    
Holy Thursday Mass at 7 pm March 29

Good Friday Service at 7 pm March 30

Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil Mass at 8pm March 31
     Easter Sunday Masses at 8 & 10:30 am April 1

 “If it dies, it produces much fruit.”





Fifth Sunday of Lent





March 18, 2018
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